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CASE STUDY 
PERSON INVOLVED:  C M-D 
SUBJECT OF CASE STUDY: Ex MO’s Army group member progress update.
1. BACKGROUND TO ISSUE/PROBLEM
At 16 years old C made the decision to tell his parents that he was gay which resulted in him being kicked out of the family home. Without a permanent place to live, he began couch hopping at the homes of friends and family until he became a member of a young gay men’s support group in Durham. 

This involvement led to C being offered a property in Murton which set him on the road to improve his chances of living independently. 
The gay support group also introduced C to Moving On for the first time and he became a member of MO’s Army, our tenancy support group. This involved him in taking part in life skills education workshops and making a promotional DVD for the organisation. 
2. WHAT WAS DONE TO TACKLE ISSUE?
Through his personal commitment and over 3 years of support provided by Moving On, C gained confidence to be around other young people and openly talk about being gay. Initially this was met with slight ignorance from others in the group. With the help of a Moving On support worker he developed budgeting skills and gave the group an understanding for different views and making sure everyone has a voice which can be heard without judgement.
In his own words C stated “the group worker was always here for me and helped me to develop life skills and gave me a direction of where I wanted to go with my life”. 
3. IMPACT ON PERSON

The impact that Moving On had on C enabled him to build the confidence and motivation to become involved with representing a young person forum as a chairman, accessing home based supported housing, being filmed for peer education sessions in schools and most notably, being chosen as the subject of a documentary called ‘Your Game’ which filmed him over a period of a couple of months and examined his life story regarding issues of homelessness. The programme was broadcast on the Sky Community Channel and BBC2 in August 2007.
4. WHERE THEY ARE NOW/FUTURE PLANS?

C has now been a successful tenant for 3 years in a property with East Durham Homes (EDH). Due to this personal link he has been getting involved as a volunteer with EDH for over a year and is currently a member of the Housing Partnership, Young Tenants Group, Tenancy Support Service Review Panel and Anti-social Behaviour Service Review Panel. 
In 2010, C also won the EDH Best Newcomer award for customer excellence which recognises and rewards those customers who have been involved and have helped EDH to change and improve services. He received £50 in vouchers and a certificate, proudly displaying this in the EDH Tenants and Leaseholders newsletter.  
Now at 28, he has recently become the youngest person to be appointed to the EDH board as a Tenant/Leaseholder Director and is looking forward to making a difference and representing a younger person’s point of view to the board.

C still maintains that the help Moving on gave him has shaped him into the success he is today and still offers time out of his busy schedule to assist Moving On, recently giving an inspirational talk about his life to current members of MO’s Army.
5. POSITIVE QUOTE
C stated: “If I hadn’t come to Moving On I don’t think I would have been on this planet. I have been accepted for who I am, not what I am. I’m just an ordinary person and don’t want to be singled out.” 
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